
British Heart & Lung Transplant Association 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Saturday 13th October 2007 at the Holiday Inn 
Express at Stanstead Airport, London. 
 
Present: David Walker Chairman 
 Judith Burgess Secretary 
 Roy Stevens Treasurer 
 Graham Marsh Freeman 
 Barry Matthews Papworth 
 Joan Whitney Freeman 
 
Aplogies: James Baxter Harefield 
 Janice Taylor Wythenshaw 
 
The Chairman, David Walker opened the meeting by welcoming everyone in 
attendance and thanking everyone for attending the meeting. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
Graham Marsh proposed that these minutes were accepted as a true and 
correct record.  Joan Whitney seconded this motion.  All were in agreement. 
 
Matters arising 
 
There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 
 
Chairman’s report 
 

a) David began his report by apologising that he had not done a lot to 
promote the BHLTA. 

b) A second letter has been sent to the organisers of the European 
Games in Naples regarding the refunds that are due to our members.  
As yet there has not been a reply so therefore we can assume that no 
refunds will be given. 

c) David has contacted Peter Ford (Birmingham Team Manager) 
regarding heart transplants and was told there is a lack of enthusiasm 
from heart transplant patients.  David will follow this up by contacting 
the Cardiac Transplant Co-ordinator at Birmingham Hospital. 

d) Janice Taylor from Wythenshaw has spoken to David and is keen that 
the Wythenshaw team should join us. 

e) David has enquired about charity status.  He went on to tell the 
meeting that you can not become a charity if your income is less than 
£5000 per annum and the Charity Commission have suggested that 
we affiliate ourselves to a like-minded charity. 

f) It was questioned if we really need to become a charity or to continue 
as we are presently as a ‘club’ with a constitution.  It was agreed to 
stay as we are. 



g) David has drawn up a new contact list which he circulated for 
amendments.  Judith agreed to amend this accordingly and email a 
copy  to all committee members 

 
Treasurer’s report 
 

a) Roy circulated a copy of the accounts to all in the meeting. 
b) He pointed out that the majority of the income is generated from the 

membership fees paid by each individual hospital.  These fees have 
now gone up to £500 per annum. 

c) Roy agreed to send a letter to Bravehearts asking for a fee of £10 per 
person as they are only a small team. 

 
Secretary’s report 
 

a) Judith told the meeting that she had been the British representative at 
the General Assembly of the EHLTF which was held in Brussels in 
June. 

b) She went on to say that she had found it very interesting and that all 
the countries are working towards the same aim, that being to promote 
organ donation. 

 
Report on EHLTF Meeting in Brussels 
 

a) The EHLTF now have a new website, the address being www.ehltf.info  
b) Copies of the new EHLTF leaflet and bookmark were distributed to all 

in the meeting. 
c) The EHLTF are now represented on the European patients’ forum that 

has produced a newsletter on transplantation within Europe, giving 
statistics etc. 

d) The EHLTF have amended the rules and regulations for future 
European Games and new structures have been set up for countries 
organising these Games. 

e) It was noted that today (Saturday 13th October 2007) is European 
Organ Donor Day and events are being carried out across Europe. 

 
General Assembly Meeting 

 
a)  There has been a discussion at the General Assembly regarding 

break-away groups i.e. if there are two groups within one country do 
we let them all partake but award medals as one country?  Judith 
expressed concern about this as she felt it would lead to all countries 
forming break-away groups. 

b) The Italians have not renewed their subscriptions to the EHLTF for 
2007 so they will be sent a reminder and if no payment is forthcoming 
this year and next it is possible that they will be excluded from the 
European Transplant Games. 

 
 
 

http://www.ehltf.info/


Vichy 2008 
 

a) David has visited Vichy to view the venues, facilities etc and he gave 
an account of where each sport was being held and what the facilities 
are like. 

b) He went on to say that the Sports are programmed for 8.30 – 1.30 
each day leaving the afternoons free for trips etc. 

c) It was noted that there are only 6 buggies available and these are to be 
used for golfers only and that only plastic studs can be used. 

d) The closing ceremony is to be held at the end of the athletics and 
everyone is to stay for this. 

e) Barry questioned why there was a 3 hour lunch period on that day as 
this would delay things and people may not stay behind.  David agreed 
to enquire about this. 

f) It was pointed out that all hotels are 2 star and are modest but 
adequate.  This is due to the criteria set by the EHLTF to reduce costs, 
therefore compromises have to be met and the French have agreed to 
offer cheaper hotels but excellent food. 

g) The cost is to be €480 for a five day package (21st – 25th June 2008) 
with a supplement of €100 for a single room. 

h) Coach transfer from Clermont Ferrand airport on Friday 20th or Sat 21st 
June 2008 will be free as is the coach transfer departing Thursday 26th 
June 2008 to the same airport. 

i) Signed medical forms have to be carried by competitors at all times. 
j) The invitation pack for these games is due out on 30th November 2007 

and 50% of the payment is due by 15th March, the other 50% payable 
by 30th April 2008. 

k) There are many options of travel but it was suggested that we leave 
this up to the individual. 

l) The 2010 European Games have been offered to Sweden and will take 
place in Växjö, 30th June – 4th July 2010. 

 
Future income generation 
 

a) It was agreed that we should try to get the Wythenshaw team to pay 
the full annual fee next year. 

b) David agreed to write to Heart Research to ask for financial assistance 
again this year.  He also agreed to write to Astellas Pharmaceuticals. 

 
Membership 
 

a) Judith agreed to include an article about BHLTA in the forthcoming 
edition of the FHLTA newsletter which is due out within the next couple 
of weeks. 

b) It was agreed that we should update our logo and Roy agreed to speak 
to his daughter who is a school teacher to ask if they could run a 
competition within the school to design a new logo.   

c) Barry agreed to get a quote for 100 polo shirts with the logo on the 
front and Great Britain on the back.  Graham also agreed to get a 
quote from his contact. 



 
Any other business 
 

a) David is willing to carry on as team manager for the 2008 games.  The 
post of Manager for the 2010 games is to be deferred to the next 
meeting. 

b) It was agreed that when David sends out the packs for the Games he 
should put all costs in sterling. 

c) It was questioned whether the BHLTA needed a website.  The general 
opinion was that there would be enough information on each of the 
indivual hospital’s sites. 

d) The question of having a President was brought up again and it was 
agreed that we do not need one. 

 
Date of next meeting:  Saturday, 2nd February at the Britannia Hotel, 
Newcastle airport. 
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