
British Heart & Lung Transplant Association 

Ordinary Meeting 
5 July 2017 

The Bulls Head, Piccadilly, Manchester 

Present:  David Walker (Chair), Alan Lees, William Noble and Joan Whitney. 

Apologies:  Maggie Gambrill 

The Chairman, David Walker opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking 
them for their attendance.   

Minutes of the previous meeting 

• The minutes were accepted as a true and correct record. 

Matters arising 

• None 

Chairman’s report 

• David reported that he had received an email from Judith tending her resignation as 
Secretary and from the Board due to her ongoing health problems. David wished to 
record his grateful thanks to Judith for all the work and commitment she had put in on 
behalf of the Association. Everyone agreed that one’s own health was the priority. 

• It was agreed to discuss Item 7 – succession planning at this stage. 

• David pointed out that he was already Chairman and Treasurer and with Judith’s 
departure, he would have to act as Secretary. This was too much and not good for 
the Association going forward. 

• Joan offered to take over as Treasurer. All agreed this. 

• With regard to finding new people to join the committee the following names were 
suggested : 

• Janka Penther (Harefield) 

• Julie O’Neill (Freeman) 

• Adele Lambert (Freeman) 

• Louise McLellan (Freeman) 

• John Barnes (Papworth) 

• David agreed to contact each of them and ask their reaction 

Treasurer’s report 

• Copies of the accounts were circulated at the meeting. 



• The bank account balances were: current £2,695.46 and Savings £1,544.53 making 
a total fund of £4,239.99 

• All Units had paid the 2017 subscription fee 
• Maggie had sent an email regarding fees and this was discussed. It was agreed that 

we have enough money in the bank to pay for team kit for any new transplant 
attending the Championships in 2018 and to cover any exchange rate differences.  

• Any subsidy offered would need to be for a meaningful amount. It would also need to 
be given to all those taking part. Since some transplants receive a funding form their 
unit this could be seen as a double subsidy. Finally, as we do not have enough funds 
it was agreed that no subsidies would be offered to any members attending the 
Championships in for 2018.  

Membership fees 

• The annual subscription fee was discussed. Was it too high? Should it only be 
charged in Championship years, is it a good idea to have a subscription ‘holiday’ in 
non-games years? As we already have a sufficient bank balance to cover our likely 
future expenditures, it was agreed that the Subscription fee for 2018 would be 
reduced to £250 for each unit. 

Report from the EHLTF General Assembly, 9-11 June 2017, Italy 

• As no one else was available, David was nominated as the GB delegate. 
• It was a very successful weekend. 
• The purpose of holding the GA in Lignano was to give the countries of the Federation 

a chance to see for themselves what the rooms, sports facilities and general area in 
which the Championships for 2018 looked like. It was hoped this would give them a 
greater incentive when they returned home to encourage their own members to 
attend. 

• 11 countries were present out of a total of 22 members of the Federation. 
• On the Saturday morning, the local organizer arranged a conference. The 

contributors were: the Mayor of Lignano, The President of Ge-Tur, their local MEP, 
the Director of the Regional Centre for Transplantation, the Director of Cardiac 
Surgery, the  Cardiac Surgery Psychologist, and last the Councilor for Health in the 
region. 

• At the GA, Judith formally resigned as Secretary and Andy Mihail resigned as 
Treasurer of the Federation. 

• New members elected to the Board were, Albert van Leijen (Netherlands) and David. 
• David will continue in his role of Secretary. 
• The new Treasurer is Jenny Bjork. 

Report on the European H&L Championships 11 to 16 June 2018 Lignano, Italy 
• David reported that the Local Organising Committee (LOC) has the organisation of 

the games well in hand. They have recruited at least five new people who will have 
key roles in making sure the event runs smoothly. 

• The nearest airport is Marco Polo, Venice. However, it may be possible to use 
Treviso just outside Venice or Trieste, which is near Slovenia. Timing of flights and 
costs need to be considered. 

• Transport by coach will be arranged from the airport to the venue in Lignano-
Sabbiadoro which is called Ge-Tur. However, there could be a cost for this of around 
€30 each way. 

• Ge-Tur is approximately one and a half kilometers form the center of Lignano. Too far 
to walk. Taxi cost maybe €5-€10 each way. The LOC will try to arrange a periodic 
shuttle bus to and from Ge-Tur and town. 

• The expected cost is €450 per person sharing, all food, continental breakfast, packed 
lunch, dinner and local transport is included. 

• Excursions will as usual be charged as extras 



• Most rooms are twin beds. However, some rooms have more: 3 up to 5. 
• There are a number of hotel blocks within Ge-Tur and the GB team will be allocated 

depending on numbers. 
• The GA delegates were located in Block 7 Sole & Marie, which was opposite the 50m 

indoor swimming pool complex.   
• Registration will be via on-line booking 
• All participants will have access to the private beach and will have use of an umbrella 

and sun-bed. The beach is 50m from Ge-Tur. 

Team Kit for 2018 

• It was agreed that Team Kit would be provide free to any new transplants taking part 
for the first time in 2018 

• Anyone wishing to order extra team kit will be charged as per supplier’s costs. 
• We shall try Bolam premier sportswear, who supplied the team kit for 2016 and hope 

we can get the same colour kit at a similar price. 
• Alternatively, David will contact FBT, the suppliers for the GB World games team. 
• If we can again find a sponsor for team kit this would be good. 

Report on 2020 European H&L Championships – Spain 
• In October 2016, members from the EHLTF were invited to visit Vitoria, Spain as they 

had indicated they wished to host the games in 2020. 
• There reason is that they do not have a transplant hospital in their region and felt 

hosting the transplant championships would help promote their case.  
• They have a great city that has many very interesting places to visit. 
• The sporting facilities are once again in a major sporting complex. 
• Four people came to the GA from Spain 
• At the GA, they made a brief presentation giving a taster of what they have to offer. 

They will make a formal presentation at the GA in Lignano next year. I expect their 
bid will be successful. 

Publicity – Website, Facebook 
• Our current website hosting is provided by iTCHYROBOT. 
• Judith was the website Administrator. 
• David will contact Judith to ask for the access codes 
• iTCHYROBOT have offered to update our website for a fee. Joan says Freeman who 

also used them but was not happy with their service so have cancelled their contract. 
• Bill conformed that Lynda Ellis at Wythenshawe has offered to input data to the 

website provided she is given access and supplied with the relevant information. 
David wished to thank Lynda for her very kind offer.   

• Lynda has also offered to set up a Facebook page for chats that will also direct 
people to the website. 

• David agreed to send notice to all those people who went to Vantaa, 2016 about the 
upcoming games in Lignano2018. 

• David will also update the Associations flyer. 

Any other business 

• The Federation is in informal discussion with Nina Volden from Norway exploring 
whether they could host the games in 2022. 

• We need to ensure that all of the committees contact details are up to date. 
• It was agreed that we should try to use Skype as a way of having meetings that are 

more regular. This may encourage younger members to join the committee knowing 
they have not to attend long boring meetings. 

• Alan agreed to get everyone’s Skype name and make contact before we have a 
meeting. 

• Joan would still like one face-to-face meeting each year. 
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